“Hope Worth Waiting For” First Sunday in Advent: 
December 2, 2012
This is the season of miracles!   Miracles give us ___________!
Luke 1:37 “For nothing will be impossible with God!”  

This is the angel’s declaration. It can also be read as “For it will not be impossible with God every spoken word.” This is referring to the spoken promise of God regarding Mary and her relative Elizabeth – both giving birth supernaturally.

There Are Things That Are Impossible for God – fortunately!
Impossible for God to learn – For someone or something would have to have taught Him. Romans 11:33-36; Isaiah 40:13-14
Impossible for God to be tempted by evil and He doesn’t tempt others with it either.  James 1:13-17
Impossible for God to change. Immutability of God. If He is perfect, to change is to become less than. If He can improve, then not perfect. 
Impossible for God to lie or deceive.  *Hebrews 6:17-20;
He is faithful, constant, all-good and all-wise! This gives us…… 
So, what’s our hope?Is it a wish? A desire? A dream? Is it ever disappointed? Or is it an anchor? Do we follow it with “but”?
Biblical Hope: “The confident expectation that good will come” Anticipation. The eager expectation and anticipation that enables us to patiently wait. 
Isaiah 51:5 I am ready to vindicate, I am ready to deliver, I will establish justice among the nations. The coastlands wait patiently for me (qawah – look with expectation); they wait in anticipation (yachal 3176 to wait with patient endurance) for the revelation of my power. 

Isaiah 40:31 “Those who wait…”   I’m waiting God! You’re l…..

Or is it “Those who hope…”? i.e. we are waiting with anticipation and expectation that the good God promised will occur at just the right time.
What is God’s kind of hope?  
1. Hope Begins By Knowing Him


*Romans 4:18; Ephesians 2:12
2. Hope Is Grounded In The Hope He Gives


*Romans 5:1-5

3. He Gives Us The Definition of Hope


*Romans 8:23-25 “we patiently wait”
4. He Uses Perseverance and His Word To Nurture Hope In Our 
     Lives
*Romans 15:4
     Hope is holding fast to the faithfulness of God through time and 
     circumstances. His word encourages us to do this very thing.
5. Hope Grows Through Our Relationship With Him


*Romans 15:13

6. Hope Is Supported By The Faith We Have In Him

*Romans 15:13 “as you trust” or “because you trust”

*Hebrews 11:1 “faith is the substance, the foundation”
7. The God of Hope fills us with Hope through the Power of His 
    Spirit 
It’s that dependent on Him.
“Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.
 18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.
 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,
 20 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.” 
Heb 6:17-20 NIV
“Always be prepared to give an answer to anyone who asks you – or demands of you – a reason for the hope you have.”
1 Peter 3:15

Are We People of Hope?
In Christ We Are!
